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MEDIA RELEASE 

2016-17 Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement (or Mid-year Review) fails to 

reverse lack of access for financially disadvantaged people to the justice system 

The Mid-year Financial Projections Statement (or Mid-year Review)announced today represents a 

missed opportunity by the WA Government to guarantee access to vital legal help for vulnerable and 

disadvantaged people across the state says the Community Legal Centres Association (WA). 

From 1 July, 2017, community legal centres are facing a funding cliff with a cut in federal funding of 

32.2%. 

On top of that, there is no guarantee that the 7 centres which rely on funding through the Legal 

Contributions Trust will receive any funding from July 2017. While Centres are thankful to the 

Attorney General for ensuring funding for this financial year, centres have been advised that this will 

cease from 1 July, 2017.  The centres affected are: Northern Suburbs CLC (funding for their 

Joondalup Centre), Albany CLC, Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Sussex Street, Welfare Rights and Advocacy 

Service, Youth Legal Service, Wheatbelt and Street Law.   

“The funding cuts will have a huge impact across Western Australia. We understand there are 

significant budget pressures, however we urge the Government to remember that investing in legal 

assistance services actually saves the Government and community money in the long term” said Mr 

Kernohan, Chairperson of Community Legal Centres Association (WA). 

Mr Kernohan continued: “We were hoping that the Mid Year Financial Projections Statement would 

announce both a funding stream for those centres relying on the Legal Contribution Trust and a 

commitment from the WA Government to the shortfall in funding identified by the Productivity 

Commission in its report released two years ago”.  

Mr Kernohan made the comparison that funding cuts of $1.67 million to community legal centres 

was the equivalent of what it costs to build 250 metres of road in WA.  

“As we approach Christmas and the post-Christmas period, there will be a further spike in demand 

for legal assistance, and we remind the Government that we are here to help the most vulnerable 

and disadvantaged members of our community. Community Legal Centres provide access to justice 

for those people who cannot afford private lawyers and are not able to access Legal Aid. Legal 

problems such as family separation, unfair dismissal or tenancy issues often occur at a time of 

financial or emotional crisis.  Faced with prohibitive costs for legal assistance can mean the 

difference between accessing justice, or  letting the problems escalate further. We are already 

forced to turn people away, and that the situation is only getting worse” Mr Kernohan concluded. 

David Kernohan, Chair of the Community Legal Centres Association of WA (the peak body for WA’s 

28 Community Legal Centres) can be contacted for further comment on: 0437 174 204. 
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