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DON’T PLAY POLITICS WITH LEGAL FUNDING 

Community legal centres (CLCs) across WA were hoping that cuts to services from last year’s budget 

would be reversed in today’s WA budget, but are disappointed that no additional funding has been 

provided. 

In the previous state budget, funding to all centres were cut and the Environmental Defender’s 

Office and the Employment Law Centre were particularly impacted. “The impact of a combined 

funding cut of almost $1million last year by the Commonwealth and State Governments saw many 

WA CLCs forced to reduce their opening hours, lose staff and cut successful programs” Helen Creed, 

the Executive Director of Community Legal Centres Association said today. 

Despite a rising demand for legal assistance, thousands of disadvantaged and marginalised people 

are missing out on the legal help they need.   Unresolved legal problems generate a range of flow-on 

effects, including significant costs to the government and broader community. Access to legal help 

can prevent or reduce the escalation of legal problems and reduce costs to the justice system and 

other areas such as health and housing. 

“It is significant that the Budget Papers indicate that only 67% of callers attempting to access infoline  

assistance services are expected to be successful (down from actual 81% in 2014-15)” said Ms Creed. 

“This clearly reflects an increasing demand that is not expected to be met”.  (Budget Papers; page 454) 

Today the Commonwealth Government has also announced an extra $30 million of funding over 3 

years for legal assistance services to assist people experiencing family violence. “It is difficult to 

understand why the Commonwealth Government would potentially provide CLCs with some share 

of $10 million per year as part of this funding, but during the same period cut CLCs in WA by 32.2%. 

It is tantamount to paying for a new roof on a house but removing the foundations at the same 

time” Helen Creed said. 

“It is also important to recognise that women experiencing family violence face a range of legal 

problems. So often CLCs help women with tenancy, debt, social security and employment law issues. 

It is vital that this is recognised in allocating the funding, and further highlights the importance of 

reversing the broader funding cuts to the sector” she continued. 

“We help people who can’t afford a lawyer and can’t get help from legal aid. Without fully funded 

community legal centres, thousands of vulnerable people have nowhere else to go.” concluded 

Helen Creed.  

Media Contact: Helen Creed 0400175874 

The Community Legal Centres Association (WA) is the peak body for the 28 Community Legal Centres in WA. We call on both 

Commonwealth and State Governments to implement the Productivity Commission's recommendation from its Access to Justice 

Arrangements Inquiry and provide an immediate injection of $200 million per year into the legal assistance service sector, which should be 

shared between the Commonwealth (60%) and the States and Territories (40%). 
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