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MEDIA RELEASE:  February, 20, 2017  

STOPPING FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MUST BE 

STATE ELECTION PRIORITY! 
 
Anti-domestic violence advocates are calling for the major political parties to outline their policies before the 
upcoming election on how they plan to address family and domestic violence in WA. 
 
Women’s Council for Domestic Family Violence Services CEO Angela Hartwig said too many West Australians had been 
killed or seriously injured, both physically and mentally, as a direct result of family and domestic violence.  
 
“When a loved one is killed, it causes unspeakable suffering to family and friends, as well as the police officers, 
paramedics and social workers who often witness the aftermath of the horrific violence,” she said. 
 
“Today, someone you know, live next door to, or work with, is living in fear for their lives and that of their children. 
This violence is often predictable and preventable, and the reality is we can make a difference. 
 
“Many women and children have escaped violence - or even death - because of Women’s Shelters and the committed 
workers who staff them. 
 
“However, there are not enough shelters to cope with the increasing number of women and children escaping 
violence.” 
 
Community Legal Centres Association (WA) Executive Director Helen Creed said strong leadership, political will and 
collaboration was required to improve the system.  
 
“What we don’t want is a focus on just one part of the problem,” she said. 
 
“To improve outcomes for victims of family and domestic violence, the system needs to hold perpetrators accountable 
and, in time, prevent violence from being acceptable and thus occurring.  
 
“Community Legal Centres are turning away hundreds of potential clients each month, and with more funding cuts to 
come, the situation will get worse. 
 
“Keeping women and children safe can’t be done without more funding and it certainly can’t be done without 
leadership, accountability and a no tolerance approach. 
 
“Spending money on protecting women and children should be seen as an investment, not an expense.  
 
“We all have a role to play in making our systems safer and reducing the high levels of violence against women and 
children within our community.” 
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Ms Hartwig and Ms Creed called for all West Australians to support the  #SafeSystemsWA campaign, which comprises 
a coaltion of organisations which are committed to ensuring women and children can live free from domestic violence. 
 
WA Council of Social Service CEO Louise Giolitto said WA’s social justice peak bodies, the WA Peaks Forum, fully 
supported the #SafeSystemsWA campaign. 
 
“We support the campaign’s call to the state’s political parties to commit to wide-ranging policies across housing, 
justice, police, health, education and other portfolios to keep women and children safe and hold perpetrators 
accountable,” Ms Giolitto said.   
 
To find out more about the key asks go to: http://www.safesystemswa.org/what-we-need/  
 
Fact Folder 
 

 Every week at least one woman is killed in Australia because of domestic and family violence.  

 One in four children and one in two Aboriginal children are exposed to FDV in their childhood. 

 A woman is at higher risk of being killed when she leaves her abusive partner. 

 70 per cent of people seeking assistance, from specialist homelessness services cited domestic violence as the 
reason. 

 One in four women have experienced at least once incident of violence since the age of 15. 
 

For further information and comment contact: 

 Angela Hartwig: Chief Executive Officer, Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WA)       

9420 7264 or 0409 207 264 

 Helen Creed: Executive Director, Community Legal Centres Association (WA) 0400 175 874 

 Dr Alison Evans: Executive Officer, Women’s Community Health Network,  0435 135 016 

 Carrie Hannington:  Managing Solicitor, Women’s Law Centre of WA, 92728800. 0477 745 375 
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