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For immediate release 
 
Disability Royal Commission’s first public sitting a fitting start to Disability Action Week 
 

Queensland Advocacy Incorporated (QAI) welcomed the first 

public sitting of the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, 

Neglect and Exploitation of People with Disability (DRC) in 

Brisbane on Monday 16 September.  QAI’s Director, Michelle 

O’Flynn, attended the first public sitting.  “There’s no action 

more fitting to mark the start of Disability Action Week than the 

first public sitting of the Disability Royal Commission,” Ms 

O’Flynn said today. “This is the Royal Commission that people 

with disability, their families and allies, have been waiting and 

calling for many decades for.  We are so relieved that the time 

has finally come when the light will be shone on the violence, 

abuse, neglect and exploitation that vulnerable people with 

disability have endured and continue to endure.”   

 

QAI has welcomed the decision by the DRC to focus on homes and living and education and 

learning as the first two thematic areas to explore.  “Both of these themes encompass a number of 

serious, systemic issues that has long been a focus of QAI’s systemic and individual advocacy,” Ms 

O’Flynn said. “Choosing where and with whom to live, and enjoying an ordinary, inclusive life in a 

community of your choice, are fundamental human rights that should be enjoyed by all people.” 

 

The focus by the DRC on education also garners strong support by disability advocacy groups 

including QAI. The problems facing students with disability in the educational setting, including 

segregated rather than inclusive education, the application of Restrictive Practices including 

seclusion, physical restraint and the requirement to behaviourally manage students with medication, 

have been significant issues of concern, that do not comply with our obligations under the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. QAI hopes that the focus by the DRC on 

education as one of the initial core themes will help to highlight the many problems experienced by 

students with disability in Queensland and help Queensland schools to move towards a rights-

based approach. 

 

QAI is an independent, community-based system and individual advocacy organisation for people 

with disability in Queensland with over 30 years’ experience advocating for systems change, 

through campaigns directed at attitudinal, law and policy reform.   
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