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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Community Legal Centres Association (WA) supports calls to reform fine default legislation
 

Community Legal Centres Association (WA) supports the calls from the Law Society of WA 
and the Law Council of Australia to urgently repeal WA laws allowing the jailing of individuals 
unable to pay their fines.  
 
For over two years we have called on the State Government to implement changes 
recommended by the Coronial Inquiry into the death of Ms Dhu, a young women who died 
after being held in police custody for unpaid fines.  
 
Recommendations from the Coronial Inquiry include amending the laws so jail is not an 
option for those unable to pay their fines or, at the very least, jail is a last-resort with 
alternatives such as community work considered by a Magistrate.  
 
Recent media reports of crowdfunding to payoff fines for Aboriginal women jailed under 
these West Australian laws demonstrate just how overdue law reform in this area is.  
 
In WA women are over-represented in this group with 73% of jailed women unemployed 
and 64 % identifying as Aboriginal.   Many are mothers who care for other relatives full-time 
and their incarceration impacts significantly on their family members.   
 
Locking up non-violent offenders cost the taxpayers millions of dollars each 
year.  Alternative penalties such as community work orders cost the taxpayers a fraction in 
comparison.  
 
Simply put, these laws are unjust and make no economic sense.    
 
We congratulate the Attorney-General on his announcement to amend these unjust laws 
and commit to working with the state government to implement alternative options to jail.   
 
We welcome the Attorney-General’s commitment to bring this legislation to the WA 
Parliament in the next 6 months.  
 
We call on all WA Parliamentarians to support the legislation to ensure these laws are 
passed without delay.  
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