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1. “Understands that the expectation that come with a Labor government is one which is 
committed to vulnerable citizens and the opportunity to attract new funding 

2. Also have to ensure that we are looking to reform and modernizing services to get the best 
outcomes for the people we will support 

3. Need evidence-based programs, innovative ways of working in areas like procurement and 
setting bold targets 

4. ‘Our Priorities’ is intended to create reform through responsible, strategic endeavours 
5. The ability to work together comes down to partnerships – how Government and the sector 

can help enhance each other’s strengths by continuing to work together 
6. Additional funding secured by the Government has included 

• $20M for early intervention and family support for the Child protection portfolio 

• $53M for new family and domestic violence work 

• $5.7M for responding to the Royal Commission into Child sexual abuse 

• $7.4M for more financial counselling work 

• $20.5M for target 120 – working to prevent juvenile offending into the detention 
system 

• $2.8M for homelessness services 

• $24.7M for the early years initiative. 
7. The above totals $130M of additional investment in areas required 
8. State homelessness strategy is soon to be released 
9. Another area of partnership has been the understanding and responding to concerns relating 

to the Equal Remuneration Order. We understand the ERO is impacting the sustainability of 
human and community services by on government organisations. The McGowan government 
is acutely aware that the sustainability pressures place the most vulnerable West Australians 
at risk of being able to access essential support. Progress has been made with supplementary 
funding of $1.9M of additional funding for 24/7 homelessness services and has reinstated the 
indexation policy back to 80/20 WPI / CPI which is budgeted to deliver an additional $30.2M 
of funding to the sector over the next 4 years 
 

10. The government has heard the sector’s concerns of the pressure to deliver services, 
particularly under old contracts, while meeting their ERO obligations. The government is 
committed to ensuring the sustainability of the non-government sector so that it can continue 
to deliver services to the State’s most vulnerable individuals and families and communities 
 

11. In recognition of that partnership and the sector’s work, together with the Premier and the 
Treasurer, the Minister will commit to work with existing contracts established prior to the 
implementation of the ERO, to deal with any sustainability issues. This responds to the issue 
of those organisations not having the opportunity to factor in the ERO into their contract price. 
Service providers with contracts across various government portfolios (including Dept of 
Communities, Health, Mental Health, Education, Justice and others), are encouraged to 
contact their contract managers and complete the request for financial information from the 
Department of Finance. We will through that information to ensure that we will do what we 
can, to ensure your ERO requirements are met. The government values the very important 
contributions the NGO sector in delivering services to our community, and will continue to 
listen and respond to the sector’s needs to maintain our vital partnership. “ 


